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Fig. 30. Packing of specimens for transport. A-C. Specimens are wrapped in formalin-
saturated cotton tulle; D. The packet is well soaked and transferred in a leakproof plastic 

bag. (Photos by P. J. R. Kok). 

 

��  Basic equipment needed for preserving and packing voucher 
specimens: 

•  Full-strength formalin (ideal), 70% ethanol (alternative). 
•  Buffer for formalin (magnesium carbonate). 
•  Plastic teaspoon. 
•  Forceps (long and small). 
•  Dissecting scissors. 
•  Syringes and needles (various sizes). 
•  Preserving trays with lids. 
•  Tissue (strong cellulose paper or cheesecloth). 
•  Cotton tulle. 
•  Leakproof plastic bags. 
•  Nitril gloves. 
•  Wide-mouth air/watertight bottles for fixation solution. 
•  Wide-mouth air/watertight jars for fixation solution, storage of large 

specimens and shipping. 
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