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Fig. 41. Cranial crests in the toad Rhinella marina (Bufonidae). (Photo by P. J. R. Kok). 

Shape of pupil and condition of palpebral membrane 

In bright light, pupils of anurans may be horizontally elliptical (sometimes more or 
less heart-shaped), vertically elliptical (sometimes more or less triangular) or 
circular (Fig. 42). Note that this character is sometimes difficult to appreciate in 
preserved specimens. 

The palpebral membrane (or nictitating membrane, the transparent lower eyelid) 
may be unpigmented or have a pigmented reticulation (Fig. 42D). 
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