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Lobophora variegata (Fig. 24E) and Dictyota spp. can also develop. Locally, extensive 
populations of Stoechospermum polypodioides (Fig. 24F) are present and Colpomenia 
sinuosa can be abundant (Fig. 25A). 

In lagoons with hard substratum (Galle), corals develop, together with Halimeda 
opuntia, Avrainvillea amadelpha (Fig. 25B), and locally populations of Caulerpa 
sertularioides, C. racemosa, C. imbricata, Codium arabicum (Fig. 25C), C. geppiorum, 
Dictyota ceylanica, Nitophyllum marginale (Fig. 25D), Claudea multiÞ da. 

Fig. 25.  Seaweed vegetations in the shallow subtidal. A. Colpomenia sinuosa  on dead 
coral in the lagoon (Weligama); B. Avrainvillea amadelpha next to Caulerpa racemosa and 

Halimeda opuntia on hard substrate in the shallow subtidal (Galle); C. Extensive vegetations 
of Codium arabicum on hard substrate in the shallow subtidal (Galle); D. A dense cover of 

Nitophyllum marginatum on hard substrate in the shallow subtidal (Galle).
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