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CLADOPHORALES – Cladophoraceae Rhizoclonium Kützing 1843: 261

 Rhizoclonium africanum Kützing 
 1853: 21, pl. 67: fig. II  Figs 16D; 67

REFERENCES: Egerod (1974: 135-136, figs 10-12), Sartoni (1986: 361, fig. 3C; 1992: 305, fig. 7A), Lawson & John (1987: 
80, pl. 5, figs 2-3), Cribb (1996: 35, top fig. p. 34), Payri et al. (2000: 70, top fig. p. 71), Abbott & Huisman (2004: 82, 
fig. 25A), Kraft (2007: 56, figs 22F-H), Skelton & South (2007: 241, figs 650-658).

TYPE LOCALITY: “Senegambien” (Senegal or Zambia).

Description - Forming woolly structures as a result of the intertwined, unbranched, curled filaments; light 
green; extremely well attached to the substratum by basal and intercalary hapteroidal holdfasts; filaments 
70-85 μm in diameter, cells 2-3 times as long as wide with a stratified wall, 12-15 μm thick; remarkable 
are the abrupt changes in growth direction (frequently perpendicular) often after an enlarged cell.

Ecology - Crevices of eroded fossil coral platforms or beach sandstone, above high tide level (higher than 
the Bostrychia level and just under the lowermost terrestrial plants); not covered by seawater for long 
periods; accumulating terrestrial debris; mostly along vertical walls, the tips of the filaments hanging like 
beard-like structures out of the crevices, but also in small cavities of the horizontal surface where the 
plants form woolly tufts.

Distribution - Widespread in tropical regions.

Fig. 67. Rhizoclonium africanum. A. Habit in situ; B. Microscopic detail.

 Boergesenia forbesii (Harvey) J. Feldmann 
 1938: 1503-1504 Fig. 68 

REFERENCES: Jaasund (1976: 15, fig. 31), Tseng (1984: 272, pl. 135, fig. 3), Sartoni (1992: 306, fig. 7b), Lewmanomont & 
Ogawa (1995: 27, + fig.), Cribb (1996: 11, bottom fig. p. 10), Calumpong & Meñez (1997: 92, fig. p. 93), Trono (1997: 
21, fig. 10), Leliaert et al. (1998: 184, fig. 13), Huisman (2000: 237, + fig.), Littler & Littler (2003: 202, middle fig. p. 203), 
Oliveira et al. (2005: 198, + fig.), Ohba et al. (2007: 18, + figs), Skelton & South (2007: 249, fig. 669).

SYNTYPE LOCALITIES: Ryukyu-retto, Japan; Sri Lanka.

Description - Plants mostly gregarious, radially arranged, more rarely solitary; thalli composed of a single, 
inflated, club-shaped and curved cell (at least at the basis), 2-4 cm long, 10-15 mm in diameter at the 
widest part, bright light green; presence of basal annular constrictions differentiating them from Valonia-
species; attachment by small pad-like structures but clustered cells connected with each other by a septate 
stoloniferous rhizoidal system.

Ecology - Epilithic in the mid-intertidal, air-exposed at low tide but continuously wave-swept. Not  frequently 
observed along the studied Sri Lankan coast.

Distribution - Widespread in the tropical Indo-Pacific.

Fig. 68. Boergesenia forbesii.

CLADOPHORALES – Siphonocladaceae Boergesenia J. Feldmann 1938: 206
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