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DICTYOTALES – Dictyotaceae Canistrocarpus De Paula et De Clerck in De Clerck et al. 2006: 1285

 Canistrocarpus crispatus (J.V. Lamouroux) De Paula et De Clerck 
 in De Clerck et al. 2006: 1285 Fig. 105

REFERENCES: Jaasund (1976: 39, fig. 78, as Dictyota bartayresii J.V. Lamouroux sensu Vickers; 39, fig. 79 as D. friabilis 
Setchell), Lewmanomont & Ogawa (1993: 69, + fig., as D. bartayresiana), De Clerck (2003: 66-75, figs 20-22, as Dic tyota 
crispata J.V. Lamouroux), Littler & Littler (2000: 262, bottom fig. p. 263, as D. crispata), Oliveira et al. (2005: 160, 
fig. p. 159, as D. bartayresiana, fig. p. 161), Tronchin & De Clerck (2005: 102, fig. 73, as Dictyota).

TYPE LOCALITY: Caribbean Sea, Antilles.

Description - Thallus ascending with a small prostrate base giving rise to several stiff and crisp, erect 
straps which are somewhat harsh to the touch, 9-20 cm long; rhizoids limited to the lower part of the 
 thallus; pale to dark brown, not iridescent; width of the straps constant over a single plant, or slightly 
widening towards the apices; average width: 5-10 mm; apices typically apiculate to rounded; the apical 
segments often with strongly rounded axils; branching anisotomous dichotomous, especially in the upper 
part of the thallus where the central straps are longer than the peripheral ones, possibly resulting in an 
alternate branching; branching angle broader towards the base (50-70°), than near the apical parts 
(30-50°). Margins smooth, sometimes appearing dentate but this because of submarginal surface 
 proliferations; surface proliferations abundant, evenly distributed over both surfaces. Cortex and medulla 
unilayered (occasionally a duplication of a medullary cell at the base of a surface proliferation). Sporangia 
scattered on both surfaces of the straps, single or grouped in small longitudinal sori (up to 6 sporangia), 
surrounded by an involucrum, supported by a single stalk cell Gametangia not observed.

Ecology - On coral fragments on the bottom of a lagoon, 3 to 4 m deep. Abundant where collected, not 
observed since then, not even at the same locality in the same season.

Distribution - Pantropical.

Fig. 105. Canistrocarpus crispatus (herbarium specimen).

 Canistrocarpus magneanus (De Clerck et Coppejans) De Paula et 
 De Clerck in De Clerck et al. 2006: 1285 Figs 32C; 106

REFERENCES: Coppejans et al. (2001: 23-25, pl. I, as Dictyota magneana), Littler & Littler (2003: 170, middle fig. p. 171, 
as Dictyota magneana).

TYPE LOCALITY: Lion Island, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea.

Description - Plants forming prostrate mats, about 20 cm in diameter, composed of interwoven, brittle 
straps, exhibiting a bluish iridescence in situ; straps 3-4 mm wide, attached by means of patches of 
 marginal rhizoids present from the basal to the apical parts, lacking a conspicuous base; straps frequently 
attached to neighbouring ones by marginal patches of rhizoids; branching dichotomous, branching angle 
50-70°; the apical segments often with one branch more developed than the other; margins smooth, 
 possibly appearing dentate due to submarginal surface proliferations; surface proliferations, tooth-like, 
restricted to the margins of the upper surface of the thallus and perpendicular on the strap surface. Whole 
plant tristromatic, cortex and medulla unilayered. Reproductive structures not observed.

Ecology - Epilithic on horizontal dead coral, 2-3 m depth.

Distribution - Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka.

Fig. 106. Canistrocarpus magneanus.
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