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Fig. 57. Cryptocarya saligna Mez. A. Unripe fruits collected at Serra da Estrela, Petrópolis, 
RJ, in June 2001; B. Ripe fruits collected at Pariqüera-Açu, SP, in October 2000. 

(Photographs by author). 

Fig. 58. Distribution of Cryptocarya saligna Mez.
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10. Cryptocarya sellowiana P.L.R. de Moraes sp. nov.

Holotype: Brazil. Minas Gerais, Santa Bárbara, Represa de Peti, 23 Apr. 1992 (fr.), A.T. Oliveira 
Filho et al. s.n. (ESAL-13252!; isotype: UEC-142307!). Fig. 59; Plate XIII B (cf. Appendix 13.5).

Ab omnibus speciebus Cryptocaryae ex regione Neotropica foliorum indumento, laminis infra 
pilis longis, ± erectis vestitis, petiolis supra profunde canaliculatis, pilis longis ± appressis, ± 
ascendentibus, pedunculis tomentosis, longis, ± ascendentibus instructis, fructibus laevibus, 
pilosis, frustris floralibus apicem versus persistentibus differt.

Differs from other species of Neotropical Cryptocarya in the indument of leaves, abaxially 
covered with long, ± erect straight hairs, petioles deeply canaliculate above, covered with long, 
± appressed, ± ascending hairs, peduncles tomentose, with long, ± ascending hairs, fruits 
smooth, pilose, with remnant of flower pieces at apex.

Etymology - This species is named in honour of Friedrich Sellow, Prussian 
botanist who lived in Brazil from 1814 to 1831.

Vernacular name - Canela-pião.

Description - Trees 9-12 m tall, trunk cylindrical, DBH 12.7 cm, bark rough. 
Branches terete, brownish, with longitudinal lenticels, glabrous. Branchlets 
5 cm below terminal bud c. 1.6-2.6 mm in diam., light brownish, initially slightly 
angular to fl at from the beginning, slightly striate, with longitudinal lenticels, 
sparse pubescent to glabrescent towards the base, with long, ± appressed and 
± ascending hairs; terminal buds minute, ovoid, tomentose, completely covered 
by yellowish, long, ascending hairs. Petioles 8.2-9.8 mm long, 1.3-1.7 mm thick, 
deeply canaliculate above, roundish below, grabrescent to sparse pubescent, 
with long, ± appressed and ± ascending hairs. Leaves alternate, lanceolate to 
obovate, 8.1-12.4 cm long, 3.3-4.2 cm broad, chartaceous to stiffl y chartaceous, 
glabrescent above, pubescent below, with long, ± erect straight hairs, tip obtuse 
or rounded to short acuminate, base acute, margin fl at to slightly recurved, 
sclerifi ed; above somewhat shining, prominulous reticulate; beneath paler, 
with papillae conspicuous; midrib prominulous above, prominent below, 
secondary veins patent (6-10 per side), prominulous above, prominent below; 
tertiary venation rather lax, prominulously reticulate below; venation pattern 
camptodromous-brochidodromous. Infl orescences unknown, however, remnant 
peduncles are axillary, subterminal, 1.0-1.3 mm in diam. at the base, long, 
tomentose, with long, ± ascending hairs. Remnant of fl owers from fruits indicate 
they are completely covered by yellowish, ± long, ± ascending hairs. Fruits black, 
globose, c. 2.2 cm long, c. 1.77 cm in diam., smooth, with remnant of fl ower 
pieces at apex.

Phenology - Flowering period unknown. Fruiting material in April, June and 
August.

Distribution and habitat (Fig. 60) - Species only known from the type and two 
other collections from the region of Rio Piracicaba, MG, c. 20 to 30 km distant 
from each other, in Semi-deciduous forests, c. 620-730 m altitude.

Uses - Unknown at present.
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Comments - Cryptocarya sellowiana is a locally distinctive taxon, seemingly 
close related to C. mandioccana. In contrast to all the other species, it is easily 
recognised by its leaves abaxially covered with long, ± erect straight hairs, 
petioles deeply canaliculate above, covered with long, ± appressed ± ascending 
hairs, peduncles tomentose, with long, ± ascending hairs. In fruiting material it 
is possible to sort the species apart, because its mature fruits are smooth, and 
still hairy, with remnant of fl ower pieces at apex. The species could be considered 
a local variation of C. mandioccana so further study is needed to clarify the 
intraspecifi c relationships within this new species.

Specimens examined - 3 (cf. in appendix 13.3).
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Fig. 59. Cryptocarya sellowiana P.L.R. de Moraes. A. Habitus; B. Stamen of whorl I; 
C. Stamen of whorl II; D. Stamen of whorl III; E. Gland; F. Staminodes; G. Fruit with 

remnants of flower (from Oliveira Filho et al. s.n., ESAL-13252).
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Fig. 60. Distribution of Cryptocarya sellowiana P.L.R. de Moraes.
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