





Fig. 39. Principal colour patterns in anurans. A. Spots; B. Blotches; C. Ocelli; D. Speckles;
E. Anastomosis; F. Lines; G. Stripe; H. Chevron. (Photos by P. J. R. Kok).
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Shape of head

Head shape is very variable in anurans and the dorsal outline of the snout and
the snout profile are informative characters (Fig. 40). Note that there are subtle
variations in dorsal outlines of snout, which are not illustrated here. We suggest
the reader to refer to Heyer et al. (1990) for more information and original
drawings.
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Fig. 40. Diagrammatic views of principal head shapes in anurans. A. Dorsal outline of
snout; B. Snout profile. Modified from Heyer et al. (1990).

Absence or presence of cranial crests

Cranial crests are bony ridges on the skull that are found in many toads and in
some frogs. The following cranial crests may occur: labial crest, suborbital crest,
preorbital crest, canthal crest, supraorbital crest, postorbital crest, supratympanic
crest, pretympanic crest, and parietal crest (Fig. 41). In some species these
crests may be greatly expanded.
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Fig. 41. Cranial crests in the toad Rhinella marina (Bufonidae). (Photo by P. J. R. Kok).

Shape of pupil and condition of palpebral membrane

In bright light, pupils of anurans may be horizontally elliptical (sometimes more or
less heart-shaped), vertically elliptical (sometimes more or less triangular) or
circular (Fig. 42). Note that this character is sometimes difficult to appreciate in
preserved specimens.

The palpebral membrane (or nictitating membrane, the transparent lower eyelid)
may be unpigmented or have a pigmented reticulation (Fig. 42D).
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