


Anura | Hylidae | Hypsiboas Wagler, 1830

Fig. 109. Hypsiboas calcaratus (Troschel, 1848). A. Dorsolateral view of a female. B.
Ventral surface of a female in life. C. Palm (preserved male specimen). D. Sole (preserved
male specimen). E. Call, oscillogram. F. Call, spectrogram. (Photos by P. J. R. Kok).
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Hypsiboas cinerascens (Spix, 1824)
1824: 35, pl. 8, fig. 4.
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ENGLISH NAME: Demerara Falls treefrog.

LocAL NAME (PATAMONA): Unknown, but green treefrogs are generally called “Pakoko”
(pron. Pa-go-go).

TYPE LOCALITY: “Ecga prope flumen Teffé” [= Ega, Rio Tefé, Brazil].

SELECTED REFERENCES: Duellman, 1978 (description, B&W photo, tadpole description, call
description, in English [in part, under Hyla granosal); Hoogmoed, 1979 (extensive
description, distribution, B&W photos, call spectrogram, in English [in part, under Hyla
granosa]); Schluter 2005 (brief description, colour photos, call spectrogram, in German [in
part, under Hyla granosa]). See taxonomic comments.

Field identification - Males reach 54.0 mm SVL, females 44.0 mm.
# Dorsal colour yellowish green to grass green with yellow dots, sometimes with
reddish flecks/dots, and/or reddish interorbital bar; skin on dorsum finely
granular.
» Ventral surface coarsely granular, pale green to bluish green, translucent in
the central portion of abdomen (internal organs visible).
+ Quter edge of upper eyelid yellow.
+ All fingers yellowish green to green.

Iris light orange to reddish orange.

Outer fingers about 1/3 webbed, other fingers basally webbed.
* Prepollex enlarged, with small prepollical spine in breeding males.

Toes about 2/3 webbed.

Life history - Nocturnal, arboreal. Found in primary forest along slow-moving streams and
rivers. Males call from low vegetation, usually not far from the water surface. Eggs are
deposited in slow flowing rivers and streams, as a film on the water surface; tadpoles feed
on detritus.

Call - Apparently first described by Duellman (1978: 150), but see also Schluter (1979:
216), who provided a spectrogram. It consists of a series of two to three loud, unpulsed,
notes (“hoot-hoot-hoot”), which are produced at a rate of about 30-60 notes/min.

Tadpole - First described by Duellman (1978: 149); see also Hero (1990: 230). Exotroph,
benthic; pale green to olive brown; LTRF = 2(1, 2)/3-4(1)[2].

Abundance and distribution in KNP - Rare, observed only around main sampling
locality # 5, but probably more widespread in the Park.

Geographic range - Exact distribution is unclear due to the confusion between at least
two species (see Hypsiboas sp., p. 176). Probably widespread in the Amazon Basin from
eastern Ecuador, Peru, northern Bolivia to northeastern Brazil and the Guiana Shield.

Taxonomic comments - A complex of at least two sympatric species (see Kok, 2006).
Descriptions of tadpoles and calls in the literature did not discriminate between the similar
but distinct taxa, and might thus involve more than one species. Re-evaluation of the
taxonomic status of these very similar species is in progress by Kok and colleagues.
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Fig. 110. Hypsiboas cinerascens (Spix, 1824). A-B. Dorsolateral views of males. C.
Dorsolateral view of a female. D. Ventral surface of a preserved male. E. Palm (preserved
male specimen). F. Sole (preserved male specimen). G. Call, oscillogram. H. Call,
spectrogram. (Photos by P. J. R. Kok).
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Hypsiboas geographicus (Spix, 1824)
1824: 39, pl. 11, figs 1-2.
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ENGLISH NAME: Map treefrog.
LocAL NAME (PATAMONA): Unknown.
TYPE LOCALITY: “flumen Teffé” [Rio Tefé, Brazil].

SELECTED REFERENCES: Duellman, 1973 (description, call description, ontogenetic change
in colour pattern, variation, natural history, B&W photos and drawings, in English); Lutz,
1973 (description, variation, in English); Duellman, 1978 (description, call description,
tadpole description, natural history, B&W photo, in English).

Field identification - Males reach 62.0 mm SVL, females 83.0 mm.
# Dorsal ground colour very variable and depending on light intensity, ranging
from brown or greyish brown to yellowish tan or orangish brown, often with
darker markings (e.g. X-shaped mark on scapular region, irregular transverse
bars, black flecks) and/or middorsal line extending to varying lengths on body,
but usually more conspicuous on head, occasionally with few irregular white
spots; in juveniles dorsum cream with many small black dots, flanks black (not
illustrated); skin on dorsum smooth.
* Ventral surface granular, orangish yellow to orange, excepted on throat and
chest, which are white to creamy yellow (females), or whitish, with some creamy
yellow laterally and posteriorly (males).
+ Flanks bluish with white flecks.
# Small triangular calcar on heel.

Iris orangish bronze, lower eyelid reticulated with gold.

Fingers with moderate, orange webbing (finely pigmented in preservative).
* No prepollical spine in males.

Toes with moderate, orange webbing (finely pigmented in preservative).

Life history - Nocturnal, arboreal. Found mainly in secondary forest and disturbed
vegetation, also occurs in primary forest and in open areas. Males call from low vegetation
along, or over, slow-moving streams and ponds. Eggs are deposited as a film on the water
surface of slow-moving streams or ponds; tadpoles feed on detritus.

Call - First described by Duellman (1973: 518), who provided a spectrogram; see also
Duellman (1978: 148). Complex and highly variable, consisting of a series of short
chuckles and/or a long groan, notes are produced at a rate of 2-60 notes/min.

Tadpole - First described by Kenny (1969: 36); see also Hero (1990: 229). Exotroph,
benthic; black; LTRF = 2-3[1] (3)/3-5[1].

Abundance and distribution in KNP - Locally common, observed around main sampling
localities # 5, 9, 10 and 11 (see Fig. 3).

Geographic range - Widespread in tropical South America, east of the Andes.
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