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BryopsipaLEs — Caulerpaceae Caulerpa J.V. Lamouroux 1809a: 332

Caulerpa racemosa var. racemosa (Forsskal) J. Agardh
1873: 35-36 Figs 10D, F; 12D; 44l; 87

Rererences: Magruder & Hunt (1979: 19, fig. 1, p. 18), Tseng (1984: 282, pl. 140, fig. 4, as var. clavifera), Coppejans &
Meinesz (1988: 191, fig. 23, as var. clavifera), Coppejans & Prud’homme van Reine (1992: 698, figs 18A, B), Coppejans
(1992: 401, figs 4C, D), Lewmanomont & Ogawa (1993: 35, + fig.), Cribb (1996: 17, bottom fig. p. 16), Calumpong &
Mefiez (1997: 115, + fig.), Littler & Littler (2003: 226, middle fig. p. 227), Payri et al. (2000: 94, top fig. p. 95), Oliveira et
al. (2005: 212, fig. p. 213, left under), Skelton & South (2007: 267, figs 694-696, 790).

TyPe LocALITY: Suez, Egypt.

Description - Thallus forming intricated coverings because of the richly ramified, 2 mm thick stolons, very
well fixed to the substratum by numerous, well developed rhizoidal holdfasts; erect parts densely grape-
like: rachis short: up to 2 cm, bearing irregularly, closely packed, pearshaped to subspherical, shortly
stipitate branchlets with a diameter of (2-) 3 mm and rounded apex, generally resulting in a single layer
of contiguous round branchlets, completely hiding the rachis; stalks of the branchlets shorter than the
spherical part; bright yellowish green in strongly insolated pools, darker green in subtidal biotopes, where
the rachis becomes slightly longer and the number of vesicular branchlets on them are more numerous,
but are still very densely packed; young thallus parts becoming brownish after drying.

Ecology - Epilithic on horizontal substratum, from high intertidal pools along surf-exposed coasts to the
shallow subtidal, where it frequently develops between coral branches.

Distribution - Pantropical.

Fig. 87. Caulerpa racemosa var. racemosa.

Caulerpa racemosa var. racemosa f. macrophysa (Sonder ex Kutzing)
Svedelius 1906a: 120-122, fig. 13 Fig. 88

ReFerences: Coppejans & Beeckman (1989: 384; fig 4, as var. clavifera (Turner) Weber-van Bosse f. macrophysa
(Kltzing) Weber-van Bosse), Littler & Littler (2000: 362, bottom fig. p. 363, as C. macrophysa (Sonder ex Kitzing)
G. Murray), Payri et al. (2000: top fig. p. 95 as C. racemosa), Littler & Littler (2003: 220, bottom fig. p. 221, as C. macro-
physa), Abbott & Huisman (2004: 120, fig. 43E, as C. macrophysa).

Type LocauTY: Central America.

Description - Stolons thick and fleshy, spreading, very well attached to the substratum by numerous tufts
of rhizoids on the rhizoidal branchlets; uprights composed of either single, very shortly stipitate, vesiculate
structures up to 5 mm in diameter or of small, almost sessile, clustered groups of such vesicles; creamy
to light green, branchlets frequently mottled (according to Littler & Littler, 2000: 486), prior to going repro-
ductive.

Ecology - Mostly in shallow, low intertidal pools, where it can form extensive, monospecific vegetations,
but also present on horizontal as well as vertical walls at about low tide level, being partly air-exposed at
low tide (but then continuously wave-swept) and in the shallow subtidal.

Distribution - Indian Ocean, tropical Pacific and tropical western Atlantic Ocean.

Fig. 88. Caulerpa racemosa var. racemosa f. macrophysa.
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