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SCYTOTHAMNALES – Scytothamnaceae Asteronema Delépine et Asensi 1975: 296

 Asteronema breviarticulatum (J. Agardh) Ouriques et Bouzon 
 2000: 271, figs 2-12, pl. 1 Figs 11A; 16B; 35C, D; 125

REFERENCES: Tseng (1984: 168, pl. 85, fig. 1, as Ectocarpus), Trono (1997: 101, as Hincksia), Littler & Littler (2003: 164, 
top fig. p. 165), Huisman et al. (2007: 208, + figs).

TYPE LOCALITY: San Agustín, Oaxaca, Mexico.

Description - Epilithic plants forming groups of rope-like, woolly structures, up to 2 cm long, composed 
of densely entangled filaments, light brown to creamy; the main filaments with irregular branching, bearing 
irregularly placed, spaced, hook-like, curved branchlets, perpendicular on the main filaments, keeping the 
filaments together, resulting in the rope-like aspect; filaments 20-25 μm in diameter, cells 50-60 μm long, 
containing net-like chromoplasts. Epiphytic specimens more spherical, lax and smaller. Plurilocular 
sporangia oval, shortly stipitate, perpendicular on the filaments, 40 μm wide and 50 μm long.

Ecology - Forming a distinct zone in the upper intertidal zone of wave-exposed rock outcrops during the 
wet season; also frequent as an epiphyte on Chnoospora minima, growing in the same habitat.

Distribution - Indian Ocean, tropical Pacific, eastern Atlantic Ocean.

Fig. 125. Asteronema breviarticulata. A. Rope-like thalli; B. Hook-like branchlets.
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